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appearance of Sir G. Wolseley in the House of Lords would not
be a reflection on the Duke of Cambridge, but on the contrary is
certain that His Royal Highness would feel he could scarcely with
due respect to his office continue to retain the command of the
Army.
If Sir Garnet were to cease to hold his appointment as Quarter
Master General .the case would be different, or if you had pro-
posed to promote Sir John Adye1 who holds a political office and
who is not immediately under the Commander in Chief, she would
be glad to take this into consideration. But The Queen is con-
vinced that the conferring of a Peerage on Sir Garnet Wolseley
while he is Q.M. General would be detrimental to the
good feeling which should exist at the Head Quarters of the Army
and would be a dangerous precedent by converting the office
into a political one, so that The Queen regrets she can not approve
of the promotion.
765                 Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                                   17 March. [1881.]
Am sorry your telegram of the I5th was sent to Sir E. Wood2
"before it was submitted to me. Cannot understand any surrender
to Boer demands which this implies.
766  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to General Ponsonby
March 18. 1881,
While considering, as I intended, the letter received from you
last night I observe that Her Majesty is under the impression that
Sir Garnet Wolseley if raised to the House of Lords would be a
political officer.
I can give the most positive assurance that he would in no
sense, and in no degree be a political officer.
The test of a political officer is that he comes in and goes out
with the Government. Sir Garnet Wolseley has not come in and
would not go out with it.
The Commander in Chief is not a political officer, and yet he
has a certain approach to the character because he speaks for the
Government in matters of Army discipline. Sir Garnet Wolseley
* Siirveyor-General of Ordance, 6.1819.
1 Commaader-in-Chief in South Africa in succession to Sir G, Colley, killed at
Majuba, Feb. 27, rSSi.